
OSG Supper Meeting at General Synod, February 2017 

 On the Tuesday evening of General Synod around 20 people 

were fortunate enough to join together in food and fellowship and to 

hear the Bishop of Newcastle, Christine Hardman, talk on her journey 

to becoming a bishop. Bishop Christine grew up on a London Council 

Estate, where she had no contact with church life. It was not until she 

was married with young children and living in the Diocese of St Albans that she began to be 

challenged and ask questions about God. Through her children she went into her welcoming 

local church and rapidly became deeply involved, anxious to learn more. Bishop Christine 

believes that it was very fortuitous that her incumbent suggested she join the St Albans 

Ministerial Training Scheme on which people preparing for both ordination and lay vocations 

trained together. It was not until she was well into the third year of the course that she decided 

to go forward to ordination. She believes that this unconventional route into ministry really 

prepared her for her life as a priest and bishop. 

 Serving as a parish priest and eventually as Archdeacon of  Lewisham, Bishop Christine 

was also elected to General Synod in 1998, becoming Prolocutor of the Province of Canterbury 

from 2010 to 2015. She was closely involved in the legislation to allow women to become 

bishops. She had actually enjoyed two years of retirement when she was called to become 

Bishop of Newcastle, an unexpected joy. 

 For those of us there, hearing of her journey, and that of women to the Episcopate, was 

appropriate for the debate following the next day concerning another difficult journey for the 

Church of England. It was asked what we could learn from the journey to women bishops – 

patience, consideration, trust and feeling our way forward; it would not be an easy journey. 

 If you would like to hear more about Bishop Christine’s journey go to:- 

 https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/stories-worth-sharing 
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